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Large Meteor, June 22, 1895. 

Dr. Barrickman, writing from Red Bluff, notifies the L. O. 
of a meteor which appeared about midnight of Saturday, June 
2 2d, between Cassiopea and Polaris, and, passing below Ursa 
Major, moved upward and disappeared. 

The Illustrations of the Present Number. 

The Committee on Publication have thought it desirable to 
reprint, in the present number of the Publications, some of the 
illustrations which have appeared in the past volumes, 1888-1894, 
together with other new ones, believing that this collection will 
be particularly interesting to members who have but recently 
joined the Society, and not unwelcome to any. 

The Committee. 

Remarkable Meteor (July 10, 1895,). — Note by Pro- 
fessor William P. Blake. 

About eight o'clock, railway time, in the evening of the 10th 
of July, a brilliant meteor of unusual magnitude passed over 
Northern Sonora, Mexico, in a general southwesterly direction 
from near the zenith to within about 15 of the horizon, where it 
suddenly disappeared. There was no accompanying sound or 
noise of a body rushing through the air, and after the disappear- 
ance of the meteor, presumably by explosion, an expected report 
or detonation was not heard until four or five minutes later, when 
there was a very heavy report, as if made by the explosion of a 
magazine or heavy ordnance, sufficient to shake the building and 
make the windows rattle. The interval between the sudden 
disappearance of the meteor and the report was so long that the 
time was not noted except by estimate, which placed it at five 
minutes. Using this as a factor in a calculation of the distance, 
this distance must have been sixty miles southwest of the point 
of observation at El Grupo, or about forty-five miles south of El 
Plomo, a village north and west of Altar. 

During the passage of the meteor, the heavens were brilliantly 
lighted up with a bluish-green light. Trees and rocks and small 
objects upon the earth became distinctly visible. The fact of 
some extraordinary combustion was first made known by this 
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weird light, and looking upward the blazing meteor was seen 
rushing southward and westward. It apparently had a solid 
head, or nucleus, about one-third of the Moon's diameter in size, 
as it appears to the eye, but in a state of vivid combustion, 
marked by the strong white light, and leaving behind it a com- 
paratively short conical train of light or fire, the length being 
about ten times the seeming diameter of the nucleus. This coni- 
cal train was distinctly tipped with a bright red light like that 
produced by burning strontium. This red coloration was very 
strongly marked, and was noted by several persons. There were 
no sparks or scintillations. 

This meteor was remarkable for its size, intensity of light, the 
red light, and for the volume of sound produced by its explosion, 
sufficient to produce a startling concussion at a distance of sixty 
miles or more. 

District of Altar, Sonora, Mexico, July n, 1895. 

Bright Meteor, July 17, 1895. 

While observing with the meridian-circle, about midnight of 
July 17th, a meteor of the brightness of a second-magnitude 
star was seen to traverse the opening of the south shutter. The 
altitude was about 30 ; the direction from east to west, slightly 
upward, and the trail, which was bright, vanished within a few 
seconds. 

The time was recorded on the chronograph, and was, in 
Pacific standard time, 12" f 11 s . R. H. T. 

Notice to Correspondents of the Astronomical Society 
of the Pacific and of the Lick Observatory. 

Small parcels destined for the A. S. P. or for the L. O. may 
be delivered to 

H. Grevel & Co., 33 Kings Street, Covent Garden, London; 

H. Le Sandier, 174 Boulevard St. Germain, Paris; 

B. Herrmann, 2 Thalstrasse, Leipzig; 
to be forwarded Care of B. Westermann & Co., 812 Broad- 
way, New York City, in cases where the agents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution cannot receive the packages. No articles 
subject to United States customs' duties can be so sent, however. 

E. S. H. 



